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“Council Hires Engineer For

Gas System Improvements

Financial Advisors
Predict Revenue Bonds
“Hard To Sell"

By Joff Fruka|

The Eagle Lake city council
hired an snginesr and mel
with the eity's financial
advisor in regards to the
“erash program”  lar  an
improved gas aysbem, at it
regular meeting last Tuesday
in the Municipal Building
. Charles (Chuck) Posle, of
O'Malley and Clay Engineer
ing_of Brenham. has been
hired by the ety ta begin
preparing N lor
improvements o Lhe LS
gas system, which has been
recording a 30" 1o 50% Joss
for the past two years.

Poole, prior to his being
hired, accompanied Mayor
Elmer Struss, ecouneilman
Alvin W. Kohleflel. ety
manager T. J: Smith and eivy
employee Faul Sepak w0
Austin et wesk for a
meeling with the Railroad
Commission 1o anawer the 14
violations ciled by  the
commission on the ely's gas
Sy ¥LEm

Poale's experiise r--'|1.|'| s
iyslems wis very haelplul s
that meeting. sccording to
the city olficials, when
reeammending him At last
weelk 8 meeling

= AL tUw n Austin,
“the f-éh;.m several
-ﬁhmu,.. jor improve

< menl A pole intends Lo
R
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il last week
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T attion With the gas depart
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can outline a project report
They did indieate that il the
cily should seek the sale of
revenue bonds, Lthey may
have problems.

“Hevenue bond sales are
hased on historical revenues
recarded by the gas system,”
sald the advisor. “Trying o
borrow against a systern that
has been losing money is hard
todo.

Mayor Struss has appoint-
ed enunctlmen William Farris
and Ralph Truly to come up
with & new rate schedule Lhat
would help the city keep up
with Lthe gas losses. Upon the
recaomendations of Lhe finan
cial advisors, however, they
will walt until Poole can file
his. report, which is antici
pated to be ready by the
Cketober 3th council meeting.

Work Underway On
Drainage Project

Austin Road

Paving Completed
The Eagle Lake «ity
council, n Ssession last

Tuesday, Sept. 11, rpceived
ar OK from .she Dept. of
Housing and Urban Develop

menl 1o proceed with plans

for the drainage [mprove
menl project in the West
mareland Addition (known
locally in the “Nat™ areal. In
other artion the council gave
its approval, after a (inal
mwl}ﬂﬂ. o the mplﬂ-td
paving and curb and gutler

ing on Austin Road
Work oa the drainage
aect, which is 1o be funded
by a ST0O000 Community
Development.  Grani  from
HUD,  goi  undérway last’
weah with preliminary prep
ar by the eity. Moving
and acquiring

Fmesi
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Dogs K

'Hogs, Maim Anot Dr

Rice High School Future
Farmers of America Chapter
Members Robby and Boany
Cook were met with (he
cruel, cold facts of lile
Tuesday, September 11, 1979
when they arrived home from
school that afterncon. They
had previously purchased
three young pigs for their
loeal and Houston show
projects. When they arrived
oL their hog pens al ihe
student farm just east of the
eily  limit, that  eve-
ning they found one pig
slain sod another pitifully
mutilated by local

The students FFA

. Advisor Ronel Roberts took

Wayne Stalz, of O'Malley and
Clay —of  Brenham. — began
staking of the project for the
fonlractor.

Austin Bridge Co. ol
Houston, suecessful bidder
for the project. has been
moving in equipment this
week., with work expected Lo
mave into full swing next
week

The project. which has
been sought after for 12
vears by Mavor Elmer
Struss, was delayed several
Limes since Lhe counci
actepted a bid for it on July
10th. The laiest delay came
when HUD refused (o accept
the reallocation of funds from
rehabilitation to the drainage
phase lo cover unexpecied
LOSLE

The council however, cut
cosis by eliminating & minor

Jtem.” without jeopardizing

A She

the m_rqmd pig w1

velerinarian 1o seek assis

deep, open wounds, bul could

do nothing for the broken leg ~

that the hog had sustsined
while altempling lo escape
frem the savage dogs. The
wiel beld little hope ol the hog
living, but did say il it
he lelt the animal

8th, 9th Fatalities of 79

2 Killed, 3 Injured In

A itwoear traffic accidant
on” 1 bridge over § railroad
crossing 1.4 miles east of
Columbus on Highway 90 at
9:00 p.m. Saturday resulied
in the death ol Lwo persons
and three others were
seriously injured,

Dead at the scene were:
Kay Weishuhn Sodolak, 20, of
Cat Springs, the driver of &
1978 Ford Thunderbird: and
Ralph Thomas Ericson, 43, of
Austin, driver ofa 1973
Mercury

The injured, all passengers
inthe Mereury and all from
Auvstin, were:  William C.
MeVey, 38 Virgil Hobert
Hughes, 82, and Carol D.
Bodiker, age not given. They
were all taken 1o —the
Columbus Hospital and later
transferred to Houston hos
pital by Life Flight helicop
Ler,

Investigating officers were
Highway Patrolman Alton

| MArTiAge

Adcock and Dale Delaney of
Columbus, Their report show
ed  the  Sodolak ecar was
heading easi on 90 when it
veered for some unknown
reason (o the wrong side of
the rosd and met the Eriesan
Mercury, going west, almost
headon

The traffic latalities were
the eighth and ninth of the
year in this county,

Funeral services for Mrs
Sodolak were sel  forlast
Monday at 2 pm. al the
Heaneke Funeral- Home - in
Columbus with the Rev. Lee
Eschberger officdating and
hurial in 5L Roeh's Catholie
Cemetery in Mentz:

Born-in-Columbus-Aug.-14,
1959, she was the daughter of
Roy and Maynette (Siork)
Welshahn. She was united in
with Louis F
Bodolak April 20, 1978 in
Columbus

Anether
In Hit-Run A

Altair Woman
Is Charged

The second pedesirian
2 hit-and-run
accident in just aver & week,
was recorded in (his county
morning ot 12:45

desth from

Monday

am. when s Houston
Barbara Ehrigeberg,

wad strock.

5.
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ce of the Peace Richard
#nd charged with
» Lo Map and render aid
mlary manslsugh
W e sel o Lhe two
DO and 525,000
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Word the Fellowship Hall of the Baptist
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Sherills  Deputy i be & joint meeting

LaCoursetook chase after the °f and the NART.
1973 Chevrolet and Al are to
hended Carol Greak of Altair, r_l:-h is
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She was arraigned befre

i @

l/ =
Fh®

FFASMHoosAnKﬂNByM

e

jan Killed
~‘f- dent Mon.

Mllﬂn!_'

]
12

$687,200 Low Bid For
Columbus Accident Sat. Courthouse Restoration

C.of C.To
Study Sales
Tax Drop

Eagle Lake Chamber of
Commerce, in session Mon
day alternoon, authorized
President Louis Schorlemmer
o sel up a threemember

‘eommiiles Lo Yook Inla. the _

feasibility of establishing an
industrial foundation of some
kind for this community.

The action was taken after
the ehamber discussed for the
second meeting in a row, the
decreasing sales tax colles
tions in this community,
ohwiously indicating & drop in
retall trade for the past
seven months period.

Ralph Truly, viee-presi

dent, presided at the meeting.. .

in the absence of the
president,  Louis Schorlem-
mer, and he suggested that
an effort needs Lo be made Lo
determine [ the business
people of the community
really are desirous of sttrac-
ting industry and developing
new Lrade. "If they arenl
interested, then there is no
need for us to pursue this any
further.” he stated.

Others present at  the
meeting expressed the opin-
ion that the interesi waa
there, but to be suce -
the program would requir

ore dedienie leadership

=

retall trade in the commun-

ity
To Sponsor Enatry

Directors also voled to
swnd an eatry to the Garweod
Fuirest of the Fair contest on
Oct. 20th; discussed further
plans for Bante's visit here on
_Dee. 15th; and on preparation
ol materials for the fortheom-

ing duck and goose hunting
SERSONS,

Attending the mesting
were: Truly. secretary Dor
othy Jones, directors Alvin
Kohleffel, Helyn Farris, De.
K. M. Roquemore and Bob
Mclnteer; and also present
were City Manager T. J.
Smith, Rice CISD Supt.
Harold King, Boyed
Belyeu and “Editor Fred R,
Froka.

Cable TV Rate
Hike Request
Expected Tues.

Eagle Lake Cable TV
representatives  will mest
with the |joeal cily counci
next Tuesday, Sepl. Z5th to
*uu the matter of an
increase in rates jor local
cable television service from
$8 1o $8.50 per month

Cable TV is planning to add
an additional station, WTBS
of Atlinta, Georgia, and cost
of providing that service
would requiré  the rate
increase, Communications
Services, Ine. officials have
indieated.

Although a formal request
for the rate bike has not beett

his wvoiesd some
on 1o it, criticizing the
™V for s current

4

to Wgmy™
ntati

‘It was also noted  that

fe Lake Cable TV is also
planning o add, in about
three months, A  special
channel in which subscribers,
on a volinteer basis, by
paying an additional §9.95 per

4

Two Plead Guilty And Three
Not Guilty To Criminal Charges
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Action On Bids,
Certificates Of
Obligation Monday

Colorade County Commis
sioners’ Court, in a special
meeling at 10 am. last
Friday, openéd bids lor the
resforition of the County
Catirthouse and most commis
sioners expressed  pleasure
with the bids which were.
offered. .=

Ihe court is_expecied 16
meet in Special session at 10
am. Monday, Sept. 24th for
final action on the bids and
also__on._ the jssuance of
certificates of obligation Lo
finance the project, which
now virtually  seems @
probable construction, since
the lowest of the three bids
received totalled 3687 200 for
the total project as submit-
ted, well below the $800,000
in certificates ol obligation
which the court had sgreed
a5 the maximum smount of
the issue.

The low bidder on the
restoration project was the
Circle’ Double “C* Enter
prises Corporation of Wood-
lands. Texas. The ° firm
offered a base bid of $5650,000
plus $7.200 for site work on

liehting - and ..ol

made, councilman James “Yihe fountsin st the Sith

entrance Lggihe court

i: 05,000 and & bid 99 523,
$028.000. 5&5's bid came into
the hands of the court at
10:10 am. and the court
passed a Special molion (o
allow the sealed bid since the
representalive of the firm
had not been present Lo hear
the reading of the first bid

opened.
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for the site work or 8 total of 9
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